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Notes

Mexico Center intern Juan Diego Saldafia and director Tony Payan created this

This timeline includes every major group that has been responsible for mass drug
trafficking and for which sufficient information is available. Please note that the
breakdown and chronology of each cartel may at times be estimated, due to

timeline in collaboration with program manager Lisa Guaqueta. Saldafia compiled the

research for this project between July 2015 and February 2016. His source materials
are listed in the references sheet. The Mexico Center thanks Guadalupe Correa-

problems inherent to the study of covert organizations, such as conflicting data and

Cabrera, Rocio Rivera Barrada and Fernando Chinchilla for their contributions to this

project. Graphic design by Sonja Fulbright and Shawn O’Neill.

missing dates. Design considerations, rather than specific characteristics, determined

the placement of each group on the timeline.
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